
Hitchin Historical Society Library Catalogue 

Books and journals in the Society’s library are available to members and are borrowed and 

returned at monthly meetings of the Society in Church House, Hitchin.  

A small number of works are for reference purposes only, on request by bona fide researchers 

among the members. These are mostly works by Reginald Hine, the ‘Hitchin Historian’ and are 

long out of print. 

All of the Society’s own publications are added to the Library and other relevant works are 

bought as they are published. 

Donations, of course, are always most welcome, provided they fit within the categories of the 

collection, i.e. History of Hitchin and Hertfordshire and general books on local history, especially 

on research into the subject. 

    Hitchin      

Bessemer Centenary Exhibition 1856-1956    

Brittany.  Hats off to the past, coats off to the future  

One Bee Books  

Joseph Ransome. Naturalist's notebook 1804-1816  

HHS & Val Campion, 2004  

Crosby, Tony et al. Jeeves Yard: a dynasty of Hitchin builders and brickmakers 

Streets Publishers, 2003  

Day, Edie. From day to day. I.T.P   

Dolan. Reflections in a brass helmet: the history of Hitchin Fire Brigade 

Egon Publishers   

Donald, Joyce. The John Mattocke boys: a history of the…… 1639-1989  

Joyce Donald, 1990   

Douglas, P. & Humphries, P. Discovering Hitchin. Egon Publishers 

   



Dunne, E. & Handscombe, P. Grand cabbie's day, Hitchin, Herts, 10th October 

1998. HHS (video) 

 

Educating our own: the masters of Hitchin Boys’ British School 1810 to 1929, by 

Jacky Birch et al. British Schools Museum, 2008 

  

Evans, G.E. Come wind, come weather: chronicles of Tilehouse St Baptist Church 

1669-1969". Whitefriars Press 

   

Field, Richard. Hitchin: a pictorial history. Philimore, 1991 

  

Fitzpatrick, Sue & West, Barry. Street names of Hitchin and their  origins.  

Book 1, the Town Centre . Egon Publishers 

 

Fitzpatrick-Matthews, Keith J. & Tony. The archaeology of Hitchin from prehistory 

to the present. NHDC & HHS, 2008 

   

Fleck, Alan (ed.)  Old Hitchin Life Vol.2 No.1. HHS, 1988 

 

Foster, Anthony. Hitchin Cameos. Five Victorian leading townsmen.  

HHS, new ed. 2000 

  

Foster, A. & Munby, L. (eds). Market town. HHS. (2 copies) 

 

"Gadd, P & Pigram, R". Hitchin inns and incidents. P.Gadd, 1978 

  

Gadd, Pat. An Ickleford scrapbook. HHS, 2001 

  

Glendinning, Victoria. A suppressed cry. Virago, 1969. repr. 1995 with new 

introduction 

 

Gutchen. Government & misgovernment of Hitchin: Local Board of Health, 1844-

1877" . Hertfordshire Past & Present, No. 15 



 

Herts Militia Lists. Hitchin: Langley, Preston & Walsworth  

Herts Family & Pop. Hist. Soc., 1994. 3 pamphlets 

 

Herts Family History Society. Hertfordshire Monumental Inscriptions. Hitchin; the 

Parish Church of St Mary. Herts Family History Society, 2007. M.I. series No.88 

 

Hine, Reginald. Confessions of an uncommon attorney.  

Dent 

   

Hine, Reginald. The Hitchin countryside: photographs and drawings. 

Carling (Ref. only) 

 

Hine, Reginald. Hitchin old and new (50 photographs & drawings).  

Hine 

   

Hine, Reginald. Hitchin worthies: four centuries of English life.  

Eric Moore 

 

Hine, Reginald. Natural history of the Hitchin region. 1934 ref. only 

   

Hine, Reginald. Story of Hitchin Town - with 26 drawings by Gerard Ceunis. 

Carling (Ref. only) 

 

Hine, Reginald. Story of the Sun Hotel, Hitchin (1575-1945).  

2nd ed., Carling, 1946, (Ref. only) 

 

Hitchin Elizabethan Pageant. Official Coronation Souvenire Programme. 1953 

 

Hitchin Historical Society. Hitchin arcade then and now.  

HHS, 2007. Researched & written by 11 authors 

 



Hitchin Historical Society. Street names of Hitchin and their origins. Book 3 

Western Hitchin. Egon Publishers, 1999 

  

Hitchin Museum. Hitchin people at war.  

Hitchin Museum, 2006 (2 copies) 

 

Hitchin Pageant May 28th to June 2nd 1951 inclusive. Souvenir programme 

 

Hitchin South Signal Box diary: ….as recorded at H.S box from G.N.R to B.R. 

 

Howard, Phil . Take the train from Hitchin: a journey into our local railway 

heritage. HHS, 2006 

  

Howlett, Bridget (ed). Survey of the Royal Manor of Hitchin 1676.  

Herts Record Society, Vol. 16 

 

Ippollitts Local History Group. A parish remembers; Ippollitts 

    

Latchmore, E. Aillie. A venture of faith: the story of Hitchin clubland  

  

Local Information Guide 1985. Assessment of an archaeological excavation at 33 

Queen Street, 1985 

 

Memories of the Queen Mother’s childhood. Exhibition Catalogue February 2007. 

British Schools Museum, 2007 

 

Museum of London Archaeology Service. 40 Queen Street: a standing building 

survey report. 2002 

  

Offer, Clifford. Guide to St Mary's Church 

    

Offer, Clifford. In search of Clofesho 



    

Offer, Clifford. King Offa in Hitchin  

Tessa Publications 

Past & Present Maps. 1834 to  present day. Letchworth, Stevenage, Hitchin & 

Baldock. Cassini.  

  

Pigram, R. Strange happenings in Hitchin & North Herts.  

Pigram 

   

Price. History of the Hitchin Educational Foundation 

    

Rees, M. Teachers and teaching 1800-1860.  

Hitchin British Schools Trust 

   

Robson, M. Hitchin Quakers ancient and modern.  

HHS 

 

Rotary Club of Hitchin. Sixty years of Rotary in Hitchin 

  

Thompson, Isobel. Hitchin: revised assessment 2005. (Extensive urban surveys) 

 

Walker, J. & Watson, M. A stroll around the village of Old Walsworth. 

Walker & Watson 

   

Walmsley, R. Early education in Hitchin.  

HHS 

 

Walmsley, Robert. The Hitchin Church Schools.  

  

West, Barry. Street names of Hitchin and their origins. Book 2 Eastern Hitchin. 

Egon Publisher 

 



Wheeler, Derek. Hodgson & Hankin: a fishy tale of old Hitchin.  

HHS, 2005 

  

Whiting, Joshua. Diary of Joshua Whiting (1820-1909) compiled by Sarah Graham.  

William Sessions, 2006 

  

Whitmore, Richard . Ghosts of Reginald Hine, an uncommon attorney". 

Mattingley Pr., 2007  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hertfordshire 

Abel-Smith, D. And such a name: recollections of Mrs Robert Smith of Goldings 

1839-1913. Able Publications, 2003 

 

Adams, B. ed. Lifestyle culture in Hertford. Wills & inventories for the parishes of 

All Saints & St Andrew, 1660-1725.  Herts Record Society, Vol.13 

 

Agar, Nigel Behind the plough: agrarian society in 19th Century Herts 

 

Ashby, Margaret, M. ed. Hellard Almshouses & other Stevenage charities, 1482-

2005. Herts Record Society, 2005 

 

Ashby, M. ed. St Nicholas’ Church, Stevenage. Recent research. Cambridge 

University Board 

 

Baker, Margaret. Discovering Hertfordshire. Shire Publications, 1969 

 

Bengsten, F. Inquiry into the private education of females in Essex, Herts & Beds, 

1791-1861. University of Cambridge, 1999 

 

Brooker, J. & Flood, S. eds Hertfordshire lay subsidy rolls 1307 & 1334. Herts 

Record Society, Vol. 14 

 

Bryant, A. County of Hertford from actual survey  in years 1820 & 1821. Herts 

Record Society, 2003. 

 

Dean, ed. St Albans Quarter Session rolls 1784-1820. Herts record Society, Vol. 7 

 

Discovering Hertford. Herts Town Council, 1987. 2nd ed. 

 



Doree, ed. Early churchwarden accounts of Bishops Stortford. Herts Record 

Society, Vol. 10 

 

Doree, ed. Parish register & tithing book of Thomas Hassall. Herts Record Society, 

Vol. 5 

 

Dury, Andrew & Andrews, J. Topographical map of Herts from an actual survey 

1766. Herts Record Society, 2004 

 

Evan-Hart, Julian. War torn skies of Great Britain. Hertfordshire. Red Kite, 2007 

 

Eyles, Allen. Cinemas of Hertfordshire. Hertfordshire Publications, 2002 

 

Falvey, H. ed. This little commonwealth: Layston Parish memorandum books, 

1607-c1650 & 1704-c1747. Herts Record Society, Vol. 19 

 

Final recommendations on the future of local government of N. Herts. HMSO, 

1995 

 

Flood, ed. St Albans Wills 1471-1500. Herts Record Society, Vol. 9 

 

Gear, G. ed. Community life in Hertfordshire – 2000. Herts Association for Local 

History 

 

Harcourt-Williams, M. Observations of weather. The weather diary of… Herts 

Record Society, Vol. 15 

 

Herts Census, 1851. Family history edition. University of Herts Press, 2005. CD 

 

Herts Census, 1851. Herts Family History Society. CD 

 

Herts County Council rural estate. A century of achievement. Herts Co. Co. 

 



Hertfordshire’s links with the slave trade & its abolition. HALS, 2008. DVD 

 

High, V. & Nokes, M. No washing machines then: Braughing people remember. 

Braughing Local History Society, 2004 

 

Hurt, J.S. Bringing literacy to rural England.  Phillimore, 1972 

 

Jones, Arthur, ed. Hertfordshire 1731-1800 as recorded in the Gentleman’s 

Magazine. Hertfordshire Publications, 1993 

 

King, ed. Muster books for N. & E. Hertfordshire 1580-1605. Herts Record Society, 

Vol. 12 

 

Knight, J. ed. 2 nineteenth century Hertfordshire diaries. Herts Record Society, 

Vol. 18 

 

Munby, L. ed. Early Stuart household accounts. Herts Record Society, Vol. 2 

 

Oil paintings in public ownership in Hertfordshire. Public Catalogue Foundation, 

2008 

 

Palmer, ed. Tudor churchwardens’ accounts. Herts Record Society, Vol. 1 

 

Parker, David. Hertfordshire children in war and peace 1914-1939. University of 

Herts Press, 2007 

 

Pettigrew, Reynolds & Rouse. Place in the country: Three Counties Asylum 1860-

1998. S. Beds. Comm. Health Trust 

 

Prince, Hugh. Parks in Hertfordshire since 1500. University of Hertfordshire Press, 

2008.  

 

Prizeman. Your house, the outside view. Hutchinson 



 

Rook, Tony.  History of Hertfordshire.  Philimore, 1984 

 

Rowe, Anne ed. Hertfordshire garden history: a miscellany.  

Hertfordshire Publ., 2007 

 

Rowe, A. ed. Memoir of Hamels, 1713-1733. Herts Record Society,  Vol. 17 

 

Sainsbury, J.D.  Hertfordshire’s soldiers from 1757. Herts Local History Co., 1969 

 

Sheldrick, ed. Accounts of Thomas Green 1742-1790. Herts Record Society, Vol. 8 

 

Shields, P. Herts A-Z. Sutton, 2005 

 

Shields, Pamela. Private lives of Hertfordshire writers. Tempus, 2007 

 

Slater, Terry & Goose, Nigel, eds A county of small towns: the development of 

Hertfordshire’s urban landscape to 1800. Herts Publ. 2008 

 

Stevenage Museum. One foot in Forster country 

 

Steveson, J. ed. Sir John Wittewronge of Rothamsted 1684-1689 

 

Strachan, Marian ed. Victorian teenager’s diary: Lady Adela Capel of Cassiobury 

1841-1842. Herts Record Society, 2006. Vol. 22 

 

Thomas, Sir William Beach. Hertfordshire. Robert Hale, 1950 

 

Thompson, Kate ed. Julian Grenfell, soldier and poet: letters and diaries 1910-

1915. Herts Record Society, 2004. Vol. 20 

 

Thomson, Alan, ed. The Impact of the first civil war on Hertfordshire, 1642-47.  

Herts record Society, Vol. 23 



 

 

Welch, ed. Cheshunt College: the early years of Amwell. Herts Record Society,  

Vol. 6 

 

Westwood. Gothick Hertfordshire. Shire Publications 

 

Whitaker, A. Brewers in Hertfordshire: a historical gazetteer. University of Herts 

Press, 2006 

 

Whitmore, Richard. Hertfordshire headlines. Countryside Books 

 

Whitmore, Richard. ….Of uncommon interest.  Spurbooks 

 

Williams, ed. Salisbury-Balfour correspondence 1869-92.  Herts Record Society, 

Vol. 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General Local History 

 

Arnold. Shell book of country crafts. Baker 

 

Beam, Amanda. The Balliol Dynasty, 1210-1364. John Donald, 2008 

 

Boyle.  Local directories. Collins Educational 

 

Brooks, Pamela.  How to research local history. How to Books Ltd, 2006 

 

Campbell-Kease, John.  A companion to local history research.  Alphabooks, 1989 

 

Carter, Paul  & Thompson, Kate.  Sources for local historians. Phillimore, 2005 

 

Crosher.  Along the Chiltern Way.  Cassell 

 

Drake, ed. Population studies from parish registers. Open University 

 

Dunning. Local history for beginners. Phillimore 

 

Emmison, F.G. How to read local archives 1550-1700. The Historical Association, 

1967, repr. 1978 

 

Festing, Sally. The story of lavender. London Borough of Sutton Libraries & Arts 

Services, 1982. 

 

Fitzrandolph, M.E. Rural industries of England & Wales. 1. Timber & underwood. 

EP, 1977 

 

Hoskins. Making of the English landscape. Pelican. 2 copies 

 

Hunnisett. Indexing for editors. British Records Association 

 



Jennings. Living village. Hodder & Stoughton 

 

Johnson & Ilkin. History fieldwork. Macmillan Education 

 

Morrice. Buildings of Britain: Stuart & Baroque. Barrie & Jenkins 

 

Munby, Lionel. Secretary hand: a beginner’s introduction. Brit. Assoc. for Local 

History  

 

Museum of London. Big dig: archaeology of the Jubilee Line extension. Museum 

of London 

 

Museum of London Archaeological Service. MOLAS 2002. Annual review for 2001. 

MOLAS 

 

Norrington. Recording the present. B.A.L.H. 

 

O’Dell, Damien. Ghostly Bedfordshire… reinvestigated. A haunted history. Egon, 

2004 

 

Owen. Records of the Established Church of England. British Records Association 

 

Planning Advisory Service. Retail development in historic areas. English Heritage 

 

Power of Place: the future of the historic environment 

 

Ravensdale. History on your doorstep. BBC 

 

Rogers, Alan ed. Group projects in local history. Dawson & NIAE, 1977 

 

Simpson, M.A. ed. Middle class housing in Britain. David & Charles, 1977 

 

Stratton. Agricultural records. Baker 



 

Survey of the Parish registers of the Diocese of London (Inner London area). 

Greater London Record Office 

 

Trubshaw. How to write and publish local history. Heart of Albion Press, 1999 

 

Uppingham in 1851: a night in the life of a thriving town. Uppingham Local History 

Study Group 

 

Urquhart. Animals on the farm. Macdonald 

 

Uses of history in the twenty first century. The Historian, No. 74, 2002 

 

Wellcome Foundation. Devils, drugs and doctors. Wellcome Foundation 

 

Weller, J. History of the farmstead. Faber, 1982 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Journals 

 

Herts Past & Present  No.1-  2003- 

Hitchin Community News     Ref. only 

Hitchin Journal   Vol. 1- 1977-  Ref. only 

Local Historian   Vol. 20- 1990- 

Local History Magazine  No. 42- 1994- 

Local History News   Vols 37-83 1995-2007 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


