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Members Phil Howard and Alan Fleck see their 
work published – story, page 2 

 
  hat a successful year the Historical Society had last year.  
  After months of hard work we launched two members’ 
  publications which have generated real interest and a 
large number of sales. Well done to the authors and all involved.  
 
Thank you for your support over the year. Don’t forget it’s time 
to renew your membership, as it’s only through you that the 
Society can continue to promote the study of Hitchin’s past and 
act to preserve it, where appropriate. So stay with us and help us 
continue this work, especially as 2007 is the Society’s 30th 
anniversary year. Celebrations are in order! 
 
Forthcoming projects include the creation of an HHS website 
which should keep you right up-to-date with recent events and 
introduce the Society to a wider audience. We’ll hold the usual 
monthly meetings and you’ll receive copies of the Journal and 
Newsletter. David Howlett has put together another varied 

programme with something for everyone, from bells and lavender to old maps and the College of Arms (see back page).   
 
There’s plenty to look forward to so renew your membership now, join us at the meetings and outings, and most 
especially at the AGM in March when our 30th anniversary celebrations begin, and help preserve Hitchin’s heritage. A 
happy and peaceful New Year to you – see you at Church House!     Zena Grant, Editor 
 
 

School to Temple to…..? 
Many of us know the former Sikh Temple building has recently been sold. Audrey Stewart reflects on its importance to the town. 
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The building before the sold 
sign went up�
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New in the Shops…. and Selling Fast   

�
 ast year was a memorable one for the Society’s publications: not one but two productions   

 burst on to the local retail scene in October.�
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Phil Howard’s “Take the Train from Hitchin” steamed off at an extremely 
 brisk pace from its launch (shed?) at the Corn Exchange on the 7th, one 
 guest travelling (by rail, naturally) from York for the occasion. The 
 magical combination of the words ‘Train’ and ‘Hitchin’ in the title 
 ensured that not only was the book stocked in many local outlets, but 
 also shelves had constantly to be replenished. Favourable reviews in 
 railway magazines resulted in lots of postal requests, making my 
 personal presence in the Post Office queue an almost daily event. Well 
 done, Phil, and the publications team. 

 
 Of equal but different significance was the launch of Alan Fleck’s CD-
 ROM “Exploring Hitchin” on the 28th.  Society members had already 
 been treated to some preliminary ‘tasters’, and the finished product was 
greeted with wonder when demonstrated at the launch at the Museum. 

Part of the attraction is, of course, that users can not only navigate the 
modern town at whim and in glorious colour, but also key into its past 
in a really easy and user-friendly way. Even computer novices have 
admitted to ‘lost hours’ at the screen.  In fact one purchaser claimed 
that seeing a friend’s disk in action had finally enticed him through the 
 doors of PC World in Stevenage!  
   
    Unlike a book where content is revealed at a glance, 
     CD sales have been enhanced by regular ‘hands-
     on’ demos in local shops. “Once seen, purchased”, 
   as one retailer told us. 
 
 “Exploring Hitchin” is a very important step forward on the 
local history scene, and one which Alan’s hard work has enabled the 
Society to make. Congratulations to him, and to his back-up ‘Testing 
Squad’.       

 

 
Alan Fleck demonstrating “Exploring 

Hitchin” at the symposium  in November 
 

Pauline Humphries  PS Has anyone managed 100% in the disk’s quiz yet (without cheating)?  
  

 
Harry Berridge and the Orchard and Anvil  

 

    any of you will have noted the change of name of the  
  Woolpack in Nightingale Road to the Orchard and Anvil.  
  'Orchard' because there was one nearby, and 'Anvil' after the 
  blacksmith's shop that was run there until 1955 by W. H. 
'Harry' Berridge. Harry's granddaughter is looking for information 
about him. Do you remember Harry or the blacksmith's shop?  Did you 
perhaps have work done there?  If so, please contact me on 01462 
459821, or at 29 Franklin Gardens, Hitchin, SG4 0BS. 
We will reproduce more pictures, and the fruits of our investigations, in 
the Spring edition of the Journal. 

Simon Walker 
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HHS Newsletter is generously sponsored by 
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2007 Membership Renewal 

 
Dear Member, 

Subscription renewal time is here again.  Once more, the rates for 2006 remain unchanged: 

 £7.00 for joint membership 
 £5.00 for single membership 
 50p for juniors (under 18) 

Please return the enclosed (*) membership renewal form to the address below, together with your payment.  
Cheques should be made payable to “Hitchin Historical Society”.  Finally, and most importantly, please enclose a 
STAMPED , SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE , at least 6" x 4½" for the return of your membership/programme card. 

On behalf of the committee, I thank you for your support in the past, and look forward to your continued 
membership of Hitchin Historical Society. 

Val Campion 
Membership Secretary 
29a Benslow Rise 
Hitchin,   SG4 9QX 

01462 631776 
�

 

30th Anniversary 
Celebrations 
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Dresses, books and 

photographs -   
a very special exhibition at 

the British Schools Museum 
10th to 18th February 2007.  

A unique opportunity! 
Tickets available now from 

the Museum�
�
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Pauline Humphries 

Welcome and thanks 

 ince the last newsletter the  
 committee has co-opted a new member. 
I’m sure you’ll join me in welcoming Audrey 
Stewart, a librarian, to help Pauline Humphries 
with the society’s library. And of course our 
grateful thanks go to Yvonne Palmer and 
Barbara Wheeler for their sterling work serving 
the all-important tea, coffee and biscuits at our 
monthly meetings.   

 
HHS Contacts  (all code 01462) 

 
Chairman   
 Scilla Douglas   
 
Secretary 
 SimonWalker  
 
Treasurer 
 Phil Rowe 
 

 
 
459380 
 
 
459821 
 
 
631776 

 
Programme  
 David Howlett   
 
Journal  
 Derek Wheeler 
 
Membership 
 Val Campion 

 
 
434539 
 
 
631805 
 
 
631776 
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(*) If you joined late in 2006 
you will not receive a 
membership renewal form. 


