
WHAT WE WOULD HAVE SEEN ….if we had been able to visit 

Walsworth House on 27
th
 September. 

Walsworth House is another of Hitchin’s ‘Hidden 

Gems’.  Nestling today just away from a busy main 

road and in the site of the North Hertfordshire 

College next to one of its modern recently 

refurbished main buildings, the house still exhibits 

an architectural importance and charm that has 

evolved literally over several hundred years. 

Walsworth House is a Listed building and the 

college grounds still preserve elements - such as 

some fine standing trees - from the gardens that 

were eventually created around it. 

The earliest documentary evidence of a dwelling on 

the site – called Brokes or Brokeswell – dates from 

about 1450. The core of the house that survives 

today is formed by a fine timber-framed range which 

runs east-west close alongside Cambridge Road. This timber house, which was unusually jettied (ie 

projecting at first floor level) all around seems to be of relatively high status and probably dates from about 

1500; the basement certainly contains some fascinating Tudor type brickwork including a set of storage 

niches. The building was altered gradually in the 16
th
 and 17

th
 centuries including the insertion of a 

spectacular brick chimney and fireplaces. By 1676 we know that the house was described as a ‘capital 

messuage with orchards and gardens’ and was then held by Edward Brockett.  

Modern brick extensions took place to the west and 

north from the early to mid 19
th
 century. John 

Wilshere purchased the house in 1822. The west 

extension was probably built at the time of his 

son’s marriage in 1836. Sadly the marriage failed 

and the house was occupied by farm bailiffs then 

let for a while to a series of short term tenants. 

However in 1865 a Mr Gatty leased the house and, 

as he planned to stay longer term, he paid for the 

final, mid 19
th
 century, extension completed by 

1868 which provided an attractive suite of rooms 

facing south over the gardens and was constructed 

by well know Hitchin builder George Jeeves . 

Today a fine series of mid 19
th
 century interiors 

still survive including ceiling mouldings, original 

wood work including doors, sash windows, shutters 

and some fireplaces. 

 

In 1903 the house was leased, and then subsequently 

bought, by Major F H Anderson who established his 

family home there. His wife Fenella was a keen 

gardener and presided over immaculately kept 

grounds. The Andersons remained in residence until 

1953 when house and grounds were sold to the 

Catholic church for the establishment of a seminary. 

In 1961 the site passed to Hertfordshire County 

Council which planned to establish a Hitchin 

College of Further Education there; today Hitchin 

College is part of North Hertfordshire College. 
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A conjectural reconstruction of the 1830s 

extension (lighter brick portion to the left) 

(photo mock up Tom McCall) 

 

The timber-framed house from Cambridge Road 

in 2019 (photo David Andrews) 

The mid 19th century extensions viewed 

about 40 years ago (photo HHS Collection) 


