Issue number 48 – January 2017
A message from the new editor of the newsletter – David Dingwall
Welcome to this January edition of the Hitchin Historical Society newsletter. I hope you had a good Christmas and
New Year and look forward to another exciting year ahead with the society.
As this is my first newsletter, I thought I should briefly introduce myself. My day job is in London with the Office of
Rail and Road. I read history for my degree and maintain a keen interest in history, which was why I joined the society
some five or six years ago. It seems that contributing the odd photo and article to previous newsletters was part of the
motivation in Phil Rowe asking me whether I would be interested in editing this edition of the newsletter. Funny how
one thing leads to another but it was an offer which I was pleased to accept! I would like to take the opportunity of
thanking Robin Aikman, the previous newsletter editor, for doing such a good job in producing the most recent
newsletters.
As you will see, the society has a varied programme of meetings and visits planned for 2017. There is a lot for the
society to look forward to in our special 40th anniversary year; a remarkable achievement. I would like to thank all
contributors who have provided me with material for this newsletter.

New Year’s message from the Chairman
In two months' time, our society will celebrate its 40th
anniversary. A few founder members, including myself,
are still involved. I thought it might be of interest to
recall, albeit briefly, details of the inaugural meeting
held on March 4th 1977 at Hitchin library.

A committee of six were chosen to elect officers and
arrange in greater detail the work of the society. The
committee met eleven days later and elected the
following officers: Chairman Mr. Foster, Vice-chairman
Ron Pigram, Secretary Jean Willliams, Treasurer Pat
Gadd, Press secretary Terry Knight, Research coThe chair was taken by Anthony (Tony) Foster, a
ordinator Helen Poole.
member of the former Hitchin building firm of M & F.O
Foster and an enthusiastic local historian. More than 40 Mrs. Poole of Hitchin Museum and Kay Petrie of
people attended and he told them that the society’s main Hitchin Library were made ex-officio members of the
aims would be to co-ordinate different members’ committee with the addition of Aillie Latchmore.
research in the town and to encourage individuals to
The first public meeting of the society was held at the
assist in recording Hitchin’s history past and present.
Library on Friday April 22nd 1977 and the speaker was
There were many different aspects which could be Mrs. H Poole.
carried out and the society’s work would, it was hoped,
Terry Knight
be carried out in co-operation with Hitchin Museum and
Hitchin Library.

Planning application to demolish The Radcliffe, Walsworth Road
Members may be aware of a planning application which was submitted to
North Herts District Council proposing to demolish The Radcliffe on
Walsworth Road to make way for a development of flats and town houses.
Built circa 1855 and originally named The Nightingale, it was renamed The
Radcliffe Arms in 1869 which it remained known as until 2009 when
following refurbishment, it was renamed again simply as The Radcliffe. It
has served as a public house for most of its life until it closed at the end of
2016. In all, 164 public comments on the planning application were received,
with 163 being objections. Hitchin Historical Society has formally written to object to the application, citing
irreparable damage to the historic environment within the Hitchin conservation area and the loss of an historic
community asset. The outcome of the planning officer’s decision on the future of The Radcliffe remains to be seen as
we go to press.
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Midland Railway Weighbridge – Phil Rowe
Between McDonalds and the station roundabout on
Nightingale Road, if you look inside the railway yard,
you will see a rather forlorn looking single-storey
building with two tall chimneys. Until recently it had a
buddleia growing through its roof, but is now
temporarily protected by some blue tarpaulins. This
once splendid building was the weighbridge office (if
you look closely you can see the weighbridge platform
itself) for the goods station of the Midland Railway.
The building is on NHDC’s Hitchin Register of
Buildings of Local Interest (Local List) last revised July 2011. It is also within the ‘Hitchin Railway and Ransom’s
Recreation Ground Conservation Area’.
We understand the building has not been used by its present owners, Network Rail, for some considerable time. A
while ago, Network Rail found the chimney at the south end of the building to be in a dangerous state and demolished
it. One of the round-topped, double windows has been replaced in the past with a plain rectangular one. Otherwise,
the fabric of the building is not in too bad a condition and is certainly ripe for conservation. Hitchin Historical Society
has been active recently in exploring a possible future for the building. In this context, a number of visits have taken
place, with the kind permission of Network Rail. Latterly, we have sought help from the Executive Director of the
Railway Heritage Trust who has now visited the site, and was very encouraging about the possibility of the building’s
restoration. The Trust is a grant-awarding body!
Our member Bill Davis has been enthusiastically arranging meetings, following up contacts, and generally keeping
this project in the forefront of our minds. Many thanks to him and David Howlett on behalf of Hitchin Historical
Society, as well as David Bourne and Tony Deadman of Network Rail.
Photograph of the Midland Railway weighbridge taken in August 2016 by David Bourne.
Hertfordshire Association for Local History - Annual Symposium by Pauline Humphries
Saturday 12th November 2016 dawned grey and exceedingly wet, challenging conditions for the designated drivers
who transported the Hitchin Historical Society “Stalwart Seven” delegates down to Barnet for the Local History
Symposium (thank you to Phil Rowe and Ian Mansell). The subject this year was to be “Hertfordshire at War through
the Centuries” and as usual, Vicki Lockyer was to run the society publications stall.
Once arrived, and fortified with coffee, things rapidly improved and we were delivered a programme of exceptional
interest. “At War” encompassed “The Battle of Barnet” (exactly WHERE was it fought?), “The War of the Roses”
(including TWO Battles of St. Albans), and “Hertfordshire and the English Civil War”. Following lunch, we had the
opportunity to visit either Barnet Museum or their parish church, before settling down to a couple of fascinating
glimpses of twentieth century Hertfordshire. Wonderful photographs of “The Home Front in World War 1” were
followed up by “The Story of the De Havilland Aircraft Company at Salisbury Hall”. With luck, at least one of these
truly excellent talks could be on the society calendar in the future.
Personally I will never view a trip to St Albans in the same light again; Murder and Mayhem! Next November the
Symposium will take place in Hitchin; an excellent opportunity for society members to enjoy an historical day out.
Highly recommended!
The Physic Garden in Hitchin: An
illustrated Guide
The society still has some copies of the
above publication available priced at
£12.95. These can be purchased at society
meetings or from Vicki Lockyer (see
contact details on page 5).

Hitchin Historical Society Christmas Party – 2nd December 2016
Around 50 members attended the society’s Christmas party. Our guest
speaker was Peter Craig who presented on mechanical music complete
with slides and music extracts, and brought along his own Belgianmade Verbeeck street organ (below) to entertain members. It was a
very successful evening and our thanks go to Peter (plus Network Rail
for allowing Peter the time to prepare beforehand) and all those who
provided and served the vast array of food and drink; a terrific effort.
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Some events in 2017 for your diary (Dr.Gerry Tidy and David Howlett)
History Day, Saturday July 1st 2017
Following the successful 2015 event, History Day returns and will take place on July 1st 2017 at Church House,
Churchyard, Hitchin from 10am to 4pm. Admission is free to the public. We have arranged the event to coincide
with St Mary's Church Craft Fair on their Patronal weekend. So far there has been interest from Hertfordshire
Archives and Local Studies, North Herts Archaeological Society, North Herts District Museum Service, British
Schools Museum, National Trust local group and Physic Garden Volunteers. If you have any questions about the
event or ideas for possible participants, please contact Gerry Tidy (contact details on page 5 of the newsletter).
The Miss Lewis Lecture, Wednesday July 12th 2017
The speaker for the 2017 Miss Lewis lecture is Professor Tilli Tansey, Professor of the History of Modern Medical
Sciences at Queen Mary London University. Further details will be published in the Hitchin Festival programme. Her
lecture is titled 'Tabloids, triumphs and tragedies: drugs in modern medicine'.
The Scilla Douglas Lecture, Wednesday July 19th 2017
The speaker for the 2017 Scilla Douglas lecture is John Minnis (formerly of Historic England). His lecture is titled,
‘A Lost Elysium? The impact of motoring on the English landscape in the inter-war years’. Further details will
be published in the Hitchin Festival Programme.
A look back at Hitchin Historical Society visits in 2016
Here are some photos taken on several of the successful visits during the second half of 2016. A big thank you goes to
David and Bridget Howlett who organise the programme of visits each year and always manage to find some new and
very interesting places to visit. Details of meetings and visits for 2017 can be found on page 6 of this newsletter. The
visits are an excellent way of discovering the history of Hitchin and the local area and some include places not
normally open to the public or only to group visits. Photos taken by Bridget Howlett unless otherwise stated.

Visit to Wren library, Trinity College, Cambridge
(22 June)

Visit to Warden Abbey vineyard (28 June )

A guided tour of Stevenage Old Town hosted by Hugh
Madgin (7 August – photo David Dingwall)

Dr. David McNamee explains Hitchin’s
herbal medicine past on the Materia
Medica Trail (25 Sept)
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Hitchin Historical Society 2017 quiz
The cryptic clues relate to parts of Hitchin or to people or places associated with our town. Many are anagrams or
‘sound like’ clues. The best starting point is the number of letters in the answer (shown in parentheses after each clue).
Don’t take apostrophes too literally.

1

It’s a born fact somehow. (8)

2

A tender king on record. (4)

3

Did he this treat this skin blemish by removing the top? (6)

4

Did your guardian have a room here? (3, 5, 3)

5

Doesn’t sound like a small tavern. (3, 6)

6

You, Dan and Brian (but not I) make it here. (6, 4)

7

You won’t see the broken regalia in this place. (3, 7)

8

A Flowerpot man is sad. (7)

9

Crumpled silhouette reset. (9,6)

10

Had a yellow streak? No, kept clothes on. (3, 4, 3)

11

Cry crush maths; how devious! (2, 5, 6)

12

I heard that Twain consumed fish here. (6, 5)

13

Elector ogling strangely at this seat of learning. (6)

14

Battered veal under cooked without you present – it’s said. (8)

15

A dry run out initially, OK – perhaps. (4, 4)

16

The end of the cigarette is near. (5, 5)

17

It’s rumoured Tiger looked at this site. (8)

18

Cared, unfortunately for him? (5)

19

Terminal poll conducted here. (8, 4)

20

He spilled lab oil. (6)

Quiz prepared by Leslie Mustoe. The answers will be printed in July 2017 newsletter. Good luck!

Forthcoming new website for Hitchin Historical Society
Our website editor, Zena Grant, has been working hard on a new website for the society. Keeping the same website
address, the new website will allow the society to incorporate new features including dedicated pages on the Physic
Garden and links to archive material. Hopefully we can encourage visitors to discover more about the work of the
society and perhaps recruit some new members too! We will announce the launch of the new website once work is
complete.

Thank you!
Our thanks as ever go to the meetings refreshment team, led by Jenny Alder, who provide refreshments at all the meetings
and, behind the scenes, wash up everything afterwards too. We couldn’t run these meetings without their hard work and
dedication. Thanks also to Messrs John Shilcock in Bancroft for providing accommodation for our ‘overflow’
publications stock.
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2017 Membership Renewal
Dear Member,
Subscription renewal time is here again. Rates remain unchanged – such excellent value!
£7.00 for joint membership
£5.00 for single membership
50p for juniors (under 18)
There are two methods of payment: cheque/cash or direct bank transfer.
If you are sending payment by cheque/cash, then please:

Complete the enclosed membership renewal form - unless you joined late in 2016 in
which case you will not receive a renewal form.


Make your cheque payable to Hitchin Historical Society



Include a stamped, self–addressed envelope, at least 6 ins x 4.5 ins, for the return of
your membership/programme card.

Please send everything to: HHS Secretary
If you are paying by direct bank transfer then
please:


Add 60p to the subscription rate. This is to cover the fact that the Society will be paying
the postage, rather than your sending a stamped, self-addressed envelope



£5.60 for individual members; £7.60 for Joint/Family members



Make the bank transfer to the following account ensuring that you include your
name as a reference.
Hitchin Historical Society
CAF Bank account 00011656
Sort code 40-52-40
If there are any changes to your personal details (e.g. address, telephone number, email address)
please email them to membership@hitchinhistoricals.org.uk or write the Secretary.
In 2016 we were pleased to welcome the following new members.
Mrs Georgie Billin
Mrs D Burstow
Ms A Collis
Mr & Mrs Denniss
Mr C Dunham

Mr & Mrs D Furr
Mr & Mrs M George
Mr & Mrs Godfrey
Mr & Mrs Jeffreys
Mr & Mrs D Johnson

Mrs O Laurie
Mrs C. McCutcheon
Ms C Noden
Mr C Parker
Mr & Mrs M Payne

Mrs V Raymond
Mr R Roots
Mr M Silveston
Mr Brent Smith

We are also pleased to welcome Debbie Burstow as our new Librarian, working with Audrey Stewart who
remains on the committee until March 2017. We wish Debbie every success in this post.
On behalf of the committee, thank you for your support in the past, and we look forward to your continued
membership of Hitchin Historical Society.
HHS Committee and Contacts
Chairman

Terry Knight

Secretary

Leslie Mustoe

Treasurer

John Skeeles

Programme

David Howlett *

Journal

Simon Walker *

Newsletter

David Dingwall **
newsletter@hitchinhistoricals.org.uk

Membership

Peter Moss
membership@hitchinhistoricals.org.uk
* Co-opted committee members;
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Film Archive

Richard Whitmore

Physic Garden

Dr Gerry Tidy

Librarian

Debbie Burstow
librarian@hitchinhistoricals.org.uk

Website Editor

Zena Grant **

Publications

Phil Rowe *

Distribution

Vicki Lockyer

Without portfolio

Maureen Sellers

** non-committee contacts

HITCHIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY – PROGRAMME 2017
Meetings – Held at Church House, Churchyard, Hitchin on Thursdays at 8.00 pm
JANUARY 26
The Hertfordshire Regiment in 1917 - an illustrated talk by Dan Hill
FEBRUARY 23
Stevenage’s History – an illustrated talk by Hugh Madgin
MARCH 23
AGM and Members evening – the AGM will include a celebration of the Society’s 40
years and an update on current projects
APRIL 27
Hitchin Nonconformity in the 17th and 18th centuries - an illustrated talk by
Stephen Copson
MAY 25
Bringing Dead Street to Life – an illustrated talk by Andy Gibbs
SEPTEMBER 28
Hitchin’s Victorian Photographers - an illustrated talk by Alan Fleck
OCTOBER 26
Hitchin’s materia medica past – an illustrated talk by Dr David McNamee
NOVEMBER 23
The Best of Old Hitchin on Film 2 – compiled and presented by Richard Whitmore,
Sam Hallas and Tim Ray
Special meetings 2017
Starting times and venues vary. A charge applies to events marked with an asterisk (*).
Saturday 10 June 9.45am
Town Centre Study Day – explore the history and landscape of Hitchin’s historic centre
with Keith Fitzpatrick Matthews and Bridget Howlett. Further details will be circulated.*
Saturday 1 July 10am
Local History Day - (see page 3 of this newsletter for current information).
Wednesday 12 July 8pm
The Miss Lewis Lecture - See page 3 of newsletter; further details in the Hitchin Festival
Programme*.
Wednesday 19 July 8pm
The Scilla Douglas Lecture – See page 3 of newsletter; further details in the Hitchin
Festival Programme*.
Friday 8 December 7.30pm
Christmas meeting -Details to be provided nearer the time.*
Visits programme 2017
Starting times and venues vary. A Booking Form (supplied on membership renewal) must be returned to the Programme
Secretary in advance. Places are normally allocated about a month prior to each visit. A charge applies to visits marked
with an asterisk (*). Places available as indicated e.g. (15).
Wednesday 8 March 7.30pm Barclays: our banking history - a visit to the Hitchin archives (15)
Monday 10 April 2pmHitchin’s Quaker History – a visit to the Friends House Library and Archive in London. (15)
Tuesday 25 April 2pm
Sir John Soane’s Museum London – including a special introduction and some
Hitchin Priory documents. (15)
Sunday 30 April 2pm
Purwell perambulation: a historical exploration – a guided walk with Bridget and
David Howlett. (15)
Monday 22 May 2pm
Hitchin: House History Part 1– a visit to Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies.
AND
Wednesday 24 or Tuesday 30 Hitchin: House History Part 2 – a house visit in Hitchin.
May 7.45pm
[Linked visits (15)]*
Wednesday 7 June 7.30pm
Maydencroft Manor, Gosmore – by kind permission of Robert and Frances Williams (20)
Wednesday 21 June 7.30pm
Hitchin Girls’ School – a guided visit with Dawn Maydom (15)
Sunday 25 June 4.15pm
Little Benslow Hills – house and gardens: a guided visit with Val Campion of
Benslow Music (15)
Saturday 5 August 10.30am
Royston Cave - a guided visit* (15)
Sunday 3 September 2.30pm Codicote – a guided walk with Nicholas Maddex (15)
Sunday 10 September 2pm
Hitchin : A Medieval Walk - with Keith Fitzpatrick Matthews (20)
Sunday 1 October 2pm
Signals Museum – RAF Henlow - a special visit (15)
This newsletter is published by Hitchin Historical Society, a registered charity dedicated to informing the public of the history
of Hitchin and district, and undertaking research into the origins and development of buildings, organisations, crafts, trades
and other aspects of historical interest, and to publish the results of such research.
If you have an item that you would like to submit to the newsletter or information for any contributor please email
newsletter@hitchinhistoricals.org.uk, or contact any Committee member.
Hitchin Historical Society website: www.hitchinhistoricals.org.uk
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